The G Northern Railway Lovand HighLevel Lines t@rantham

On 15 July 185@he Ambergate, Nottingham, Boston and Eastern Junction Raiveaypany(the Ambergate)

openeda linefrom Grantham to a junction with the Midland Railway line at Colwtick line never reached
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Station on Station Streetthe current station e Carrington Street did not opamtil 1904

In 1852the Gt Northern openéd itsnorthern section of the East Coast Mainline from Peterborough to Retford

via Grantham and Newatk ¢ KS D0 b2 NI KSNY KI R NMzyydngfasteXdedsKia 2 FSNJ
trainsfrom London toNottinghamwere advertisedisingGt Northern trainsThese were quicker than those on

the Midland Railwayoute, which upset the Midland somewhat. The first Gt Northern express engine to arrive
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months wntil the dispute was resolved in court.

TheGt Northern ran theAmbergate line from 1855 and eventually it was decidefuidd a new stationin
Nottingham.In 1856a new line fromColwick to London Roadllottingham was buijtterminating at a new
station designed by tharchitect TC HineThe statioropenedon 3 October 185and wascalled London Road
Station.In 1861 the line was leasddrmallyto the Gt Northern.

The new line ran parallel to the Midland linat of Nottingham andoined the line to Grantham at Netherfield
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line over Meadow Lanend TrentLane At Colwick, thdine linkedwithit KS D& b2 NI KSN}Yy Qa 5SND &
extension, later called the Back Linéhich opened in 1875 tDerbyFriargateviaGedling Mapperley Tunnel,

Daybrook and Basford. The Gt Northern also builtasssivemarshallingyard atNetherfield to handle coal

trains from the Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire coal field¢th these developments th&t Northernwas

now able to competavith the Midland Railwaywith fast express trains to Londpaccess to the east coast
holidayresortsand, moreimportantly, better access to therofitable coaltrade from the region® coal mines.
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The Back Line routieom Nottinghamto Derby via Gelding was a long way around big groblem was
addressed when the Suburban line openstortening thgourney from Trent Lane to Daybrook by three
miles



The Suburban line opened in December 1889, worked by the Gt Northewsm Trent Lane Junction the line
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Back Line to Derby. The route was steep and difficult to work, an@htraduction in 1901 of cheap electric
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1916 but the linecontinued to sere Mapperley Brick Works until closuretime 1960s.

In 1893 the Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway Company (MSL) began building a London Extension
from Annesley to London, passing through Nottingham. This later bekamen as the Gt Central, which

opened to goods traffic in 1898. The MSL had worked with the Gt Northern since the early 1850s and they now
shared services at Nottingham Victoria Station which opened to passenger traffic on 24 May 1900.

The Gt Northerrbuilt a new line fromTrent Lane tdNVeekday Cross tallow trains from Grantham and the
east coast to enter Victoria Station via the tunnel under Victoria SaedtThurland StreefThis line became
known as the High Level line and included a statiohositdon Roadbelow), just north of the originalow
Levelstation which became a parsaepot. All Gt Northernpassenger traffigoingeast towards Grantham
was moved to Victoria Station, although you could cdtamsat London Rad HighLevelstation which
opened in March 1899The High Level and Low Level linesgadat Trent Lane Junction on the way to
Netherfield.
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The Gt Northern also built links with the Gt CenaBasfordproviding faster access to Derbjong the Back
Line, shortening the journey to Derby by six miles, addingther nail in the coffin of the Suburban Railway.

By 1963 most local services thre Gt Centrahad closed.In 1965British Rail installed a link at Netherfield to
the old MidlandRais | @ Qa [ ATyad£tb ahd ftorh @rdhdm then used the Midland linie and out of
Nottingham Midland Statiopas they do todayin 1966, the northern part of the Gt Centidbsed and by early
1968 Victoria statiomad beendemolished. London Road High Level station closed in 196 hblbt Level
stationremained in use as a parcels depot until 288d isnow a health and leisure centr&heHighLevel
station (above) was demolished 2006

Today (2020)here isvery little left of the High Level and Low Level lides ! LJF NIi FNRBY ¢/ | AySQa
London Road statiormnly afootpath along the old track beffom Meadow Lane twardsColwick and a few
bridge-supports at Trent Laneemain.Theline of the old track to Netherfield is now part of the extend&@l12

Daleside Road East alongside Nottingham Racecourse.



The mapbelow shows the relativeosition of thevariousrailway linesup until nationalisation in 198t It
shows clearly how the opening of the Gt Central (greit!) its linksto the Gt Northernline (black) at Basford
shortenedthe journey to Derbyby six mils),avoiding the need to go all the way arouwid Gedling and

Daybrook.
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Key: Red - Midland Railway; Green - Gt Central; Black - Gt Northern
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The map below shows the railways around Nottingham in 28part from the Grantham line, the lines used
today are those built by the Midland Railway before 1886therfield and Colwick station is now called
Netherfield, and Carlton & Netherfield statiosmnow called Carlton.
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Gt Northern Low Level line
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Grade Il listed building.

The picture belovshows the station in 1980, still intact but somewhat neglect&etween1998and 2001 it
was restored by Marsh Grochowski and converted bgi@ah Architects into a health club. It is now the
VirginActivegym andalso containg& number of smaller units, includinghairdressermnd a manicure salon.




The 1884 OS Map extract above shows the scale of the site that was London Rdasl/élstation. Themain
pedestrianentrance was on the north sigdaccessed from London Ro@da small road now called The Great
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part of the Hgh Level line, built in 1898he line turning south past the Hide, Skin & Fat Market was the

Midland line to Melton Mowbray. The Gt Northern (GN) Goods $¥siill standing, albeit derelict. Thahed

wasdesigned by TC Hirandis a Grade Il listed Hding.

(Above) This picture shows the layaart the ground All of the lines to the right of the telegraph poles
belonged to the Midland Railway, with the Melton Mowbray line curving off to the riglost of the sidingso
the left of the signal borrestill in placepart of East Midlandsv I A f BEdstéra@ftight Maintenance Depot.

The Gt Northern Main Line is that to the left of the telegraph poles, heading due east tothardsuthern

end of Manvers Street and on ddeadow Laneln 1900,when Gt Northern passenger services moved to
Victoria Station, a few London & North WestdRelway (L&NWRpassenger trains continued to use the Low
Level station for trains to Northampton. This continued until World War 2 (#8%vhen these services were
also moved to Victoria.



